San Luis Obispo County Commission on the Status of Women and Girls

Regular Meeting Minutes

A meeting of the San Luis Obispo County Commission on the Status of Women and Girls was held on 

November 2, 2021. This meeting was held by Zoom, and Andrea Chmelik, Chair, called the meeting 

to order at 5:35pm. 

Members of the Commission Present or Absent:  
Roll Call 

	Commissioner (Initials)
	District
	Present
	Excused
	Absent

	Nancy Fiske 
	1
	X
	
	

	Meghan Madsen 
	1
	X
	
	

	Raechelle Bowlay
	1
	X
	
	

	Paulla Ufferheide
	2
	X
	
	

	Dixie Walker 
	2
	X
	
	

	OPEN SEAT
	2
	
	
	

	OPEN SEAT
	3
	
	
	

	Andrea Chmelik
	3
	X
	
	

	Victoria Condor-Williams
	3
	X
	
	

	Kathy Veder 
	4
	*X
	
	

	Stacy Meko 
	4
	X
	
	

	Deb Geaslen 
	4
	
	X
	

	Fanny Arenas 
	5
	X*
	
	

	Shirley Summers 
	5
	X
	
	

	OPEN SEAT
	5
	
	
	


*Kathy Veder joined at 5:40pm

*Fanny Arenas joined at 5:55pm

Guests
BethMarie Ward, Sherry Martinez
Public Comment Period
No Comments reported
Approval of Meeting Minutes 
A motion was made by Commissioner Walker and seconded by Commissioner Ufferheide to approve the October 2021 minutes. Motion passes.
Approval of Financial Report
Commissioner Summers will send a report once she will be able to get back into the online bank account. Commissioners Summers and Chmelik will meet with the Bank of the Sierras representative to update the account information, change the signers on the account, and issue a new debit card. Commissioner Summers is still able to pay bills. 
Approval of resolution to change the signers on the Commission's bank account
A motion was made by Commissioner Walker and seconded by Commissioner Meko to approve the resolution. Motion passes.
Approval of $100 fee to be paid to Russell Kasselman of Iron Dog Media for a logo update
A motion was made by Commissioner Ufferheide and seconded by Commissioner Veder to approve the $100 fee payment. Motion passes.
Commissioner Vacancies 
District 2 – Supervisor Bruce Gibson: BethMarie applied

District 3 – Dawn Ortiz-Legg: One (1) Vacancy

District 5 – Supervisor Debbie Arnold: Sherry Martinez applied

2022 Women's Wall of Fame
Commissioner Madsen gave an update on assigned tasks. 13 nominations have been already received. The deadline to submit applications is December 3. Commissioner Madsen will continue sending reminders with deadlines to all commissioners. Commissioner Condor-Williams asked if the nominated women have to perform work in a field that is helping women specifically. Any woman or woman identifying person who has provided outstanding work in service, business or as a volunteer, can be nominated. 

Update from the Policy & Legislation Committee 
Commissioner Chmelik suggested to write a letter in support of reproductive freedom, and ask the Board of Supervisors to adopt a countywide resolution. This is in response to the Texas SB 8 bill that effectively bans access to abortion at 6 weeks, and does not make an exception for rape or incest. This law mostly affects the low income residents, people of color, young people, LGBTQ+ individuals and those who live in rural communities. California has already seen an increase in patients from Texas. According to the latest report from Guttmacher institute, if a total abortion ban will be implemented in the US, California could see 2,293% increase in women who may come here for abortion care. Cities and counties in California are making a statement by adopting resolutions that affirm that they are welcoming and inclusive places for all who are seeking reproductive healthcare and refuge. Santa Barbara and San Diego Counties already passed reproductive rights resolutions, and also city of Goleta, city of Santa Barbara, and Morro Bay has one agendized for a vote. Commissioner Chmelik suggested to write a letter as a Commission to affirm support for reproductive freedom. She also suggested to ask the SLO County Board of Supervisors to consider a similar resolution as the one that was adopted in Santa Barbara County.
A motion was made by Commissioner Summers and seconded by Commissioner Madsen to approve drafting the letter of support. Motion passes.
A motion was made by Commissioner Walker and seconded by Commissioner Meko to ask the Board of Supervisors to adopt a SLO County resolution affirming support for reproductive freedom. Motion passes.
Update from the Impact of Covid 19 on Women and Girls in SLO County Committee
Commissioner Condor-Williams reported that the Covid-19 vaccine was approved for children age 5-11. Commissioner Bowlay reported they have made a contact with public county health and will be able to coordinate with them on a study on impact of Covid 19 on women and girls, and it will be on the next agenda on November 17 to see how we can leverage resources. Commissioner Condor-Williams talked about the impact of Covid 19 on women and girls with disabilities. She also talked about the disparity in vaccine trials on pregnant women, especially in Latino population. Commissioner Condor-Williams talked about an exhibit about the impact of the pandemic – importance of connecting with the community through the arts, and the possibility of bringing a similar art exhibit to San Luis Obispo. Commissioner Veder mentioned the Commission has previously supported a similar event with women artists. 
Volunteer Coordinator
Commissioner Chmelik met with Jennifer King, President of the Junior League of the Central Coast. The league is an organization of women committed to promoting voluntarism and to help women develop civics leadership skills. They are currently focusing on helping foster youth, but they would be happy to volunteer for events like Women's Wall of Fame or the Period Products drive. 
We also now have an online application on the website for those who would like to join as volunteers. 
Collaboration with AAUW on Gender Pay Gap
Commissioner Summers attended the interbranch council meeting and each of the representatives (from 5 branches in SLO County) was going to brainstorm at their branch. The gender pay gap is an issue, they also discussed the period product drive. The goals of the organizations are similar. Waiting for follow up. 
Website
Up to date. The Women Wall of Fame application is now available in English and Spanish. There is also a volunteer online application available now. 
Social Media & Newsletter 

Ongoing
Board of Supervisor Highlights
Special meeting to select replacement for County Clerk-Recorder Tommy Gong. 
Regular Meeting Adjourned at 6:35pm. 
Respectfully submitted by Andrea Chmelik, Chair 

Adopted by the Board of Directors in the meeting of __________________________________________

Signature of Presiding Officer_____________________________________________________________
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